
Network 5. Curriculum Research Network 

Minutes from the network meeting, 2015-03-05, in Gothenburg 

Sessions and presenters 2015 

This year the network had four paper sessions with eleven paper presenters and one 
symposium with four presenters. We are very pleased with the quality of the papers presented 
in the sessions and the symposium. All sessions were very well attended 

Who are the network members? 

We discussed who should be considered as member in the network since we are asked to 
report the number of network members to the NERA board. We decided to use the e-mail list 
as was circulated in the sessions as a base for more regular contacts with the participants 
between the conferences  

Contacts with the network participants  

We had a discussion on the possibility to make a short survey to the participants on some key 
questions, for example: What is your research focus? What networks are you associated to? 
What publications are you interested in? What themes do you want to share with others on the 
network sessions? That would make us more acquainted with the session participants and 
hopefully increase the relevance of the network by trying to respond to the interests expressed 
by those who attend the network sessions.  

We also discussed the possibility to compile and send out a newsletter after having asked the 
participants to send in suggestions of relevant issues to be included in a network newsletter.  

Shared symposium? 

It was suggested that network 5 should ask network 9, general Didactics, and/or network 21, 
Politics of Education and education Policy Studies, for a possible joint symposium next year. 
If the other networks are interested in this idea, the networks could make a common invitation 
to a joint symposium at the intersection of the themes from the involved networks  

Information on activities from 2014  

Network 5 at the AERA Conference 2014 

The NERA slot at AERA 2014 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, was filled with a symposia 
arranged by Network 5, titled:  “Curriculum Reform on the Nordic Policy Agenda: for whom 
and by what?” The symposium involved the following participants: Associate professor 
Kirsten Sivesind, University of Oslo (organizer), Professor Berit Karseth, University of Oslo, 
university lecturer Azita Afsar, University of Oslo, Professor Ninni Wahlström, Linnaeus 
University, Associate professor Daniel Sundberg, Linnaeus University, Ph. D. Andreas 
Nordin, Linnaeus University, Dr. Kari Bachmann, Møre Research Molde, Professor Jens 
Rasmussen, Aarhus University, Ph.D. candidate Christina Elde Mølstad, University of Oslo. 
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Discussant was Professor Christian Lundahl, Örebro University.  
 
Extract from the application: 
Network 5, The Curriculum Research Network, has during the last three NERA congresses 
arranged symposia on Curriculum Reform in the Nordic Countries. This year we plan to 
submit a selection of manuscripts from the two last symposia to the research journal Nordic 
Studies in Education with a final presentation of the contributions at the AERA conference 
2014. Three countries are represented in this application; however, the research papers cover 
altogether four Nordic countries (Finland, Norway, Sweden and Denmark).  

 

International research conference in Växjö 

The international research conference Teachers Matter – But How? Was arranged at Linnæus 
University Teleborgs Slott Växjö, Sweden, October 23–24, 2014. Invited keynote speakers 
were Professor David Hansen, Teachers College, Columbia University, New York, Ph.D. 
Julia Resnik, Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Professor Richard Ingersoll, University of 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, and Professor Elaine Unterhalter, Institute of Education, 
University of London. Invited paper presenters were Professor Mark Priestley, Stirling 
University, Associate professor Qing Gu, University of Nottingham and Ph. D. Christine 
Winter, University of Sheffield. 

 

The specific approach of this international research conference was to critically examine 
conditions for teaching and dimensions of teaching emphasised in a current policy discourse 
from philosophical, sociological and moral perspectives by focusing on theoretical concepts 
in terms of as communication, democracy and equity. More than 60 persons from several 
countries attended the conference. 

The conference was being organised by the research group Studies in Curriculum, Teaching 
and Evaluation (SITE); the research group the College for Teachers’ Work (KOLA) at 
Linnaæus University; and the research journal Education & Democracy of Örebro University. 
It was financed by the Swedish Research Council. 

 

International Ph. D. course in Vienna 

This international course for PH. D. students was organized by Kirsten Sivesind and Jorunn 
Møller University of Oslo. The course was held in Vienna, with Stefan T. Hopmann, 
University of Vienna and Ninni Wahlström, Linnaeus University, as invited keynote speakers. 

The theme of the course was “Educational policy and research: transnational demands and the 
implications of knowledge transition”. The aim of the course was to challenge dominant 
policy views on education, and question whether curriculum is merely an expression of what 
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to learn and assess in terms of skills and knowledge. With this as a departure, the course 
addressed curriculum, leadership and evaluation in relation to different national reforms and 
in relation to transnational discourses that are legitimising knowledge and contents of 
education.  The course attracted about fifteen participants from Norway and Austria.  

 

 

 Ninni Wahlström 

Network convener, NW 5 
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