
Invitation to participate in open symposia at the Curriculum Research 
Network at the NERA conference 2017! 

Are you interested in presenting a paper in an open symposium at network 5, The Curriculum 
Research Network, at the NERA conference 2017? 

Two open symposia with different themes will be arranged: The rationality and irrationality 
in curriculum objectives and Time and space in comparative curriculum theory. 
Curriculum research and multi-theoretical perspectives.  

Practical information: 

-  an abstract of 500 words including the following: 
▪ title of the paper 
▪ aim 
▪ theoretical framework 
▪ expected conclusions 
▪ name of the author, affiliation and email-address   

 
- you may only submit one abstract  
- a requirement is that each abstract includes clear theoretical references 
- send your abstract to the contact indicated below each symposium description by 

October 11, 2016 
- the responsible for each symposium form their symposia  and provide feedback to the 

submitters if their abstracts have been accepted for inclusion in the symposium or not, no 
later than October 18 , 2016 

- if your abstract should not be accepted for an open symposium, please consider to 
submit your  abstract to the NERA, Network 5, by the regular online system for review 
by November 1, 2016  
 

The rationality and irrationality in curriculum objectives 

In what sense is educational objectives help or hindrance for students, teachers and school 
management?  How can we understand educational objectives in relation to curriculum 
development and as expressions of educational purposes? Educational objectives are, at least 
historically but today with a renewed topicality, derived from the research fields of 
curriculum theory and didactics. The assumption is that it is possible to predict with a fair 
degree of accuracy what the outcomes of teaching will be. However, the formulation of 
educational means and ends is never a neutral act. The tools employed and the underlying 
assumptions shaping the educational means lead to actions which are not without 
consequences with respect to value. 

We invite you to present a paper on the theme of educational objectives in the intended 
curriculum as well as in the enacted or the achieved curriculum. Your abstract should as clear 
as possible express with what theoretical concepts you will problematize your research 
question on the theme.   



Responsible for the symposium is the research group SITE at Linnæus University, Sweden. 
Send your abstract to: Andreas Nordin, e-mail andreas.nordin@lnu.se by October 11, 2016. 

Time and space in comparative curriculum theory. Curriculum research and multi-
theoretical perspectives 

 Curriculum theory research has arguably more than other pedagogical research been multi-
disciplinary, which in turn has required moderate openness for utilizing and combining 
different sets of theories and methodologies, original developed within different other 
branches of the social sciences. This specific property of curriculum theory has become even 
more productive, as the comparative approach has gained popularity within curriculum 
research.  The comparative approach opens up for temporal and spatial comparisons of school 
activities, school systems and educational policy making, leading to a wider understanding of 
school, exceeding national and contemporary bias. But this also challenges the curriculum 
researcher, when integrating/translating concepts, models, methods etc. from different 
research fields and different cultural contexts.   

We invite you to present a paper on the theme of comparative curriculum research, either a) 
focusing on specific comparative findings, or b) discussing specific theoretical or 
methodological aspects related to the matter of interdisciplinary use of concepts, models, 
methods etc. 

Responsible for the symposium is the research group STEP at Uppsala University, Sweden. 
Send your abstract to: Henrik Román, e-mail henrik.roman@edu.uu.se by October 11, 2016. 
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