
 
Invitation to participate in open symposia at the Curriculum Research 
Network at the NERA conference 2018 
  
Are you interested in presenting a paper in an open symposium at network 5, The Curriculum 
Research Network, at the NERA conference in Oslo 2018?  

Three open symposia with different themes will be arranged: 1) Curriculum standardisation 
in policy and practice 2) Juridification of education – challenges for school professionals 
in the enactment of curriculum and policy 3) Comparative curriculum studies. 
See further information about practical issues and the three themes below.  

Best regards, 

 

Andreas Bergh  Ninni Wahlström 

Örebro University  Network convener NW 5  

  

 

Practical information:  
- an abstract of 500 words including the following:  

▪ title of the paper  
▪ aim  
▪ theoretical framework  
▪ expected conclusions  
▪ name of the author, affiliation and email-address  

- you may only submit one abstract  

- a requirement is that each abstract includes clear theoretical references  

- send your abstract to the contact indicated below each symposium description by 
October 13, 2017  

- the responsible for each symposium form their symposia and provide feedback to the 
submitters if their abstracts have been accepted for inclusion in the symposium or not, 
no later than October 20, 2017  

- if your abstract should not be accepted for an open symposium, please consider to 
submit your abstract to the NERA, Network 5, by the regular online system for review 
by November 1, 2017  

 
Theme 1: Curriculum standardisation in policy and practise 
Transnational as well as national educational policy makers today emphasise the importance 
of standardising national curricula both in terms of policy and practise. The assumption is that 
standardised pedagogical processes will improve education by making it more governable at 
national, organisational as well as at individual levels.  

However, these processes are not neutral acts and questions have to be raised about whom the 
actors are, pushing for a standardised curriculum? What are the consequences for the way 
pedagogical practises in schools are framed? What kind of pedagogical practises are 



facilitated and/or hampered in a strongly standardised context? In this symposium these issues 
will be scrutinized from different theoretical perspectives in relation to the intended 
curriculum as well as the enacted or the achieved curriculum.  

Responsible for the symposium is the research group SITE at Linnæus University, Sweden. 
Send your abstract to: Andreas Nordin, e-mail andreas.nordin@lnu.se by October 13, 2017. 

 
Theme 2: Juridification of education – challenges for school professionals in the 
enactment of curriculum and policy  
As explored in recent research, the juridification of the education sector has increased, 
especially in the Nordic countries. Governments rely on school professionals, school leaders 
and teachers, to enact centrally initiated curriculum reforms and other policy initiatives. 
However, such processes are not without friction and challenges.   

In this symposium, moving beyond implementation of educational policy, enactment is rather 
understood as a non-linear and complex process, examining how policies “become alive”, 
rather than merely (and ideally) executed. We welcome submissions that contribute with 
theorizations on issues about juridification and enactment or that present empirical cases 
addressing key tensions arising in the organizational processes encompassing legal statutes 
and regulation, state curriculum and policy.  

Responsible for the symposium are the research groups CLEG at Oslo University, Norway 
and Education and Democracy (Utbildning och Demokrati) at Örebro University, Sweden. 
Send your abstract to either: Jeffrey Hall, e-mail jeffrey.hall@ils.uio.no or Andreas Bergh, e-
mail andreas.bergh@oru.se by October 13, 2017. 

 

Theme 3: Comparative curriculum studies  
The comparative approach has gained increased popularity within curriculum research, as it 
opens up for temporal and spatial comparisons of education activities, education systems and 
educational policy making, leading to a wider understanding of education at different levels, 
exceeding national and contemporary bias. But this also challenges the curriculum researcher, 
when integrating/translating concepts, models, methods etc. from different research fields and 
different cultural contexts.  

We invite you to present a paper on the theme of comparative curriculum research, either a) 
focusing on specific comparative findings, or b) discussing specific theoretical or 
methodological aspects related to the matter of interdisciplinary use of concepts, models, 
methods etc.  

Responsible for the symposium is the research group STEP at Uppsala University, Sweden. 
Send your abstract to: Henrik Román, e-mail henrik.roman@edu.uu.se by October 13, 2017. 

mailto:andreas.nordin@lnu.se

