
Invitation to participate in open symposia at the Curriculum Research 
Network at the NERA conference 2019 

 
Are you interested in presenting a paper in an open symposium at network 5, The Curriculum 
Research Network, at the NERA conference in Uppsala 2019? 
Three open symposia with different themes will be arranged: 1) Who is the educated citizen in 
a knowledge society? 2) Regulations and juridification of value issues in education 3) 
Comparative curriculum studies. 
See further information about practical issues and the three themes below. 
Best regards, 

 
Ninni Wahlström 

Network convener NW 5 
 
 
Practical information: 

- an abstract of 500 words including the following: 
▪ title of the paper 
▪ aim 
▪ theoretical framework 
▪ expected conclusions 
▪ name of the author, affiliation and email-address 

- you may only submit one abstract 
- a requirement is that each abstract includes clear theoretical references 
- send your abstract to the contact indicated below each symposium description by 

October 14, 2018 
- the responsible for each symposium form their symposia and provide feedback to the 

submitters if their abstracts have been accepted for inclusion in the symposium or not, 
no later than October 20, 2018 

- if your abstract should not be accepted for an open symposium, please consider to 
submit your abstract to the NERA, Network 5, by the regular online system for review 
by November 1, 2018 

 
Theme 1: Who is the educated citizen in a knowledge society? 

What does it mean to be an educated citizen? Has Bildung anything to do with it? Or should we 
rather think in terms of Dewey’s view of education as communication? In this open symposium, 
we invite papers that take their interest in theorizing and problematizing different meanings of 
knowledge prevalent in today’s Nordic curricula. The German concept of Didaktik comprises 
the notion of Bildung, which implicates a focus on teaching content. The Nordic term 
‘didactics’ tends instead to draw on an Anglo- Saxon tradition with a focus on learning 
outcomes and comprehensive guidelines from school authorities. Alternatively, what about for 
example the Nordic tradition of “Bildning”, does this tradition, based on ‘folkhögskola’, popular 
movements and self-study groups has anything to add to the meaning of being educated?  In the 
symposium, we are interested to deepen our theoretical and empirical understanding of the 
meaning of curriculum knowledge, citizenship education and curriculum construction based on 
new as well as already more well-known concepts.  
 
 



Responsible for the symposium is the research group SITE at Linnæus University, Sweden. 
Send your abstract to: Carl-Henrik Adolfsson, e-mail carl-henrik.adolfsson@lnu.se by 
October 14, 2018. 

 
Theme 2: Regulations and juridification of value issues in education 

The character of regulations in the education sector has changed over time. In recent years, this has 
led to an increased interest among educational researchers in what is often termed juridification. 
However, regulations of education are far from a new phenomenon, as indicated by the wealth of 
regulations and codes that has governed schooling throughout history. So what is new in how 
schooling is regulated today?  

 
In this symposium, we welcome submissions that address regulations and juridification of value 
issues. This theme opens up for investigations of legal and administrative regulations, codes of 
conduct and school rules in relation to issues such as medicalization, therapeutisation, bullying, 
school violence, equal treatment and grading. A specific focus is on how we historically can 
understand the changes that we now are a part of, in a longer or shorter contemporary historical 
perspective, but also how they in different ways influence social relations and subject positions in 
the school system, including those of the pupil, the parent, the teacher and the principal.  

 
Responsible for the symposium is the research group Education and Democracy (Utbildning 
och Demokrati) at Örebro University, Sweden. Send your abstract to: Johannes Westberg, e- 
mail johannes.westberg@oru.se by October 14, 2018. 

 
 

Theme 3: Comparative curriculum studies 
The comparative approach has gained increased popularity within curriculum research, as it 
opens up for temporal and spatial comparisons of education activities, education systems and 
educational policy making, leading to a wider understanding of education at different levels, 
exceeding national and contemporary bias. But this also challenges the curriculum researcher, 
when integrating/translating concepts, models, methods etc. from different research fields and 
different cultural contexts. 
We invite you to present a paper on the theme of comparative curriculum research, either a) 
focusing on specific comparative findings, or b) discussing specific theoretical or 
methodological aspects related to the matter of interdisciplinary use of concepts, models, 
methods etc. 
Responsible for the symposium is the research group STEP at Uppsala University, Sweden. 
Send your abstract to: Henrik Román, e-mail henrik.roman@edu.uu.se by October 14, 2018. 
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